
Yet more praise for STEAM COFFIN...
“With exemplary research, Busch followed an archival trail that led to twenty-two 
historical manuscript depositories... Equally impressive is his productive research in 
nearly 150 contemporary newspapers that matches his archival range... All of this, Busch 
has marshaled into a beautifully written and engaging narrative that places his solidly 
based factual details within a broad context... John Laurence Busch has made a major 
contribution to American maritime history with this fine book.”

— Naval War College Review
***

“Steam Coffin is the definitive account of the first transatlantic steamship and the mariner 
who helped conceive and command it... Busch should be commended for his prodigious 
archival research and imaginative use of sources... Steam Coffin offers the general reader 
a captivating sea yarn bookended by panoramic descriptions of life and labor in and 
around the young republic by the sea.”    — Maryland Historical Magazine

***

“Busch has masterfully produced a dual 
biography of both the steamship Savannah and its 
c rea tor, Moses Rogers . . . met iculous ly 
researched... well written... Steam Coffin is both a 
great read and a vital reference for serious 
scholars.”

— The British Journal
 for the History of Science

(United Kingdom)

***

“Steam Coffin is meticulously researched and 
well written.  Busch provides a wealth of detail... 
An absorbing, recommendable book about an 
innovation that changed shipping and commerce 
forever.”

— The Journal of Commerce
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